
Examples of Comprehensive Examination Questions Updated 

Example 1 

Emphasis Area 

Define and describe multicultural education in a sociopolitical context using both seminal and contemporary 

scholarship. Describe how critical multicultural education has contested oppressive ideologies, policies, and practices 

in schools. Discuss key concerns for multicultural education related to the education of Latinx students. 

Cognate Area 

Define subtractive schooling. Historically and contemporarily, how has Eurocentric schooling taken away or 

“subtracted from” Latinx students’ cultures, identities, communities, and ways of knowing throughout their PK-12 

educational journeys? Also, how has family separation added to the “subtractive schooling” of Latinx students? 

Educational Research Area 

Define testimonio in educational research. Describe a qualitative study that utilizes testimonio to investigate how 

Latinx students’ family separation can impact their PK-12 educational achievement and access to higher education. 

Make a compelling case for how you would engage testimonio in the study design. Delineate and justify these 

additional study elements: participants, participant identification and selection, and methods of data collection and 

data analysis. Describe anticipated contributions of this study to the existing research, specifically important gaps in 

the literature it may contribute to filling.  



Example 2 

Emphasis Area 
 
Describe Black women’s labor and how it has been systemically erased in a historical context as well as how erasure 

occurred with Black women’s involvement in and contribution to social movements in addition how erasure currently 

manifests in digital spaces, particularly Twitter. Articulate digital Black feminism as labor by defining digital Black 

feminism and explain the functionality of using hashtags as a response to intersectional oppression in addition to how 

Black women engage in hashtag activism to spur social change in society. Hashtags used to demonstrate examples of 

erasure include #CiteBlackWomen, #SurvivingRKelly (in conjunction with the journalistic labor done prior to the 

hashtag), and #YourSlipIsShowing. 

Cognate Area 

Describe how digital Black feminists and Black women successfully navigate Twitter while using hashtags to: 

influence, challenge, change, shape, and control narratives about Black women as a collective and individually; 

amplify, promote, motive, and uplift the voices of Black women including their own; build a sense of community for 

Black women as well as for the larger community when discussing social events; and spur and contribute to social 

change. Hashtags used to describe these areas are #SolidarityIsForWhiteWomen, #LoveForLeslieJ, 

#StandWithJemele, #WOCAffirmation, #SurvivingRKelly, and #YourSlipIsShowing.  

Educational Research Area 

Describe how digital Black feminists as intellectuals and social change agents in digital spaces can be observed as a 

qualitative study. Intersectionality and Black feminist thought are defined as well as used to portray how they manifest 

in dialogue on Twitter and with hashtags which produce social change. Elements used to describe a qualitative study 

include employing a digital Black feminist lens and a critical technoculture discourse analysis in a netographic case 

study to explore a dataset of #WOCAffirmation tweets. 

  



Example 3 

Emphasis Area 

Review the seminal and contemporary literature on Black male identity development. Identify and discuss three 

salient experiences of Black men in the U.S. PK-12 education system that significantly impact their transition to 

college. Explain why these three experiences are salient and why they were chosen. 

Cognate Area 

Create a chart the summarizing higher education pipeline and degree attainment data for Black men over the last 50 

years. Briefly review the current literature documenting experiences of Black men in graduate education in the United 

States. From this literature review, choose three salient experiences of Black men in doctoral education. Explain why 

these three experiences are salient and why they were chosen. 

Educational Research Area 

Describe the central components of a qualitive study of Black male Ph.D. students in the United States. Briefly 

describe the need for the study, the participants and rationale for participant selection, the theoretical or conceptual 

framework for the study, as well as the proposed methodological approach (narrative research), and critical 

interviewing as a data collection vehicle.  

  



Example 4 

Emphasis Area 

Define and describe the relationship between critical multicultural education and civics education. Review relevant 

literature about how teachers are preparing students to be civically engaged. What does the research tell us about the 

critical components of civic education, what topics are absent from the curriculum, and why?  

Cognate Area 

Describe the relevant literature on how teachers are utilizing civic learning and engagement opportunities for Students 

of Color specifically defining and describing the relationship between education debt and the civic empowerment gap 

which produces a civic debt framework. Elaborate on the civic debt framework. What is significant about Nevada’s 

Multicultural Standards under Social Studies in understanding the civic debt framework? Discuss the implications for 

curriculum resources and pedagogy based on the civic debt framework. 

Educational Research Area 

Describe a study that uses culturally relevant, responsive, and sustaining teaching as a framework to study how 

secondary civics teachers in Nevada are implementing the multicultural standards strands of the Nevada State Social 

Studies Standards adopted in 2018. Describe the sociopolitical and community climate, particularly in the context of 

Nevada and its laws and politics that create an imperative to understand implementing multicultural standards via 

culturally relevant, responsive, and sustaining teaching. Delineate and justify these additional study elements: 

participants, participant identification and selection, and methods of data collection and data analysis. Describe 

anticipated contributions of this study to the existing critical research in education and specify important gaps in the 

literature it may contribute to filling. 

  



Example 5 

Emphasis Area 

Drawing from Critical Race Theory (CRT) and Black Feminist Theories, discuss the evolution of educational 

practices that systemically reproduce inequities and inequalities in the learning experiences of historically marginalized 

students in U.S. urban PK-12 schools.  Discuss the unique roles of elementary school leaders of color in interrupting 

these practices. 

Cognate Area 

Discuss Banks’ equity pedagogy and its importance for historically marginalized students in U.S. PK-12 

schools.  Define and discuss critical social justice pedagogy. Compare and contrast equity and critical social justice 

pedagogies. Describe the challenges associated with school leaders' enactment of these pedagogies relative to high-

stakes testing and zero tolerance disciplinary policies. 

Educational Research Area 

Describe the central components of a critical multiple case study.  Discuss potential application of these components 

when examining the leadership identity and praxis of elementary school principals’ of color.  In the description, be 

attentive to iterating the rationale for the chosen study method(s), participants, context, data sources, data collection 

tools, and data analysis techniques. Make a compelling case for how the study will contribute to the existing bodies of 

research on school leadership and leadership identity, particularly how it will fill gaps and/or extend understanding of 

critical social justice consciousness in school leaders and leadership. 

  



Example 6 

Emphasis Area  

Describe the relationship between critical multicultural education and public pedagogy. Define public critical 

multicultural pedagogy (PCMP) as an emerging framework for furthering understand of pedagogy. Describe the 

relationship between the PCMP framework and the processes by which the democratization of knowledge can 

occur.     

Cognate Area  

Review the history of knowledge democratization. Define essay, written essay, academic essay, and video essay; briefly 

discuss the various forms of each. Compare and contrast video and academic essays. Describe how knowledge can be 

democratized through the use of video essays and how these essays might complement/benefit or be problematized 

by visual culture discourses. Briefly, make a case for why knowledge democratization through video essay is, perhaps, 

greater than through other information dissemination vehicles (e.g., other forms of essay, other forms of video, etc.). 

Educational Research Area  

Describe the central components of a study to reveal key elements of public critical multicultural pedagogy (PCMP) 

through critical analysis of video essays. In the study description, provide three examples of how PCMP can be 

embedded into the video essay medium, as well as how the PCMP framework could be codified for intentional 

integration into video essays. Describe how text, visuals, and interviews can be used to reveal key elements of PCMP, 

as well as to codify the PCMP framework. Briefly discuss how the PCMP framework for video essay will further 

democratize knowledge.  

  



Example 7 

Emphasis Area 

Using Banks’ (1993) “Multicultural Education: Historical Development, Dimensions, and Practice” article as a 

framework, discuss the relationship between Ethnic Studies and multicultural education, specifically Black Studies and 

the work of at least three other prominent Black multicultural education scholars (e.g., Gay, Lee, Grant, McGee 

Banks, Ladson-Billings). Identify and discuss three core educational elements of Black Studies and in the work of 

Black multicultural education scholars. 

Cognate Area 

Review the literature and oral history archives on Black-centric grassroots, non-profit, community-based 

organizations in the United States, including Las Vegas, focusing on histories of collaboration between such 

organizations (e.g., geographically, mission-driven, etc.). Highlight at least three such organizational collaborations in 

which education was/is a central feature of their collaborative work. Review the nature of this collaborative 

educational work, specifically how, if at all, the work: 1) connects to Black Studies and/or the work of Black 

multicultural education scholars; and, 2) supports the PK-12 and higher educational achievement of Black youth. 

Educational Research Area 

Following the approach to oral history exemplified in the UNLV Libraries’ Documenting the African American 

Experience in Las Vegas oral history project, describe a traditional oral history project of the leaders/leadership of 

Black-focused grassroots, non-profit, community-based organizations in Las Vegas. Describe anticipated 

contributions of this study to the existing oral history research on Black-focused grassroots, non-profit, community-

based organizations in Las Vegas. In preparation to conduct your project, review the dates of the people interviewed 

for the UNLV Libraries project to identify leaders of Black-focused grassroots, non-profit, community-based 

organizations in Las Vegas who were active from 1980 through 2010 in order to examine how these organizations 

and the leadership of them has changed over time.  Describe how using a traditional oral history approach to study 

local Black organization leaders/leadership will help you to capture missing or overlooked dimensions of Black-

focused grassroots, non-profit, community-based organizational collaboration to support the educational achievement 

of Black youth. 

 


